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the colony as being“ a ditgence to clvilizatian 
and, Dr, Clark added, In some respects, perhaps, 
they were not far wrong,: Yet thelr 

now was s dellderale 4 pt to revert to the 
inadequate sanitary co: ns of pre-plague 


days, and all because a focal architect thought | 


any (mprovement In tho-directlon Indicated 
might ejadica, the nabs w owners x of 
these disgracefol provertics, 6 suggestion 
that the Medical’ Officer of Heals and tho 
Magistrate should both ba so blind to the 
terug {nterests of the community as ta object 
to the {mprovement of house property was too 
absurd to be serloasly evtestained, “Il the com- 
misston persisted In its amendments he saw no 
alte:nallve opes bat to apply to the board for 
permission to reqaeit the Magistrate ta con- 
demn any of there bouses as unit for homen: 
habitation In accordance with nection 33 a! Ihe 
Public Healh Qi:dimance of 1887. It this 
emasculated bylaw (s a faly sample of what the 
commission will recommend the Government to 
do then the board need look no longer to 
the Commission for assistance sod support in 
securing the very necessary reforms orged 
by them upon the government in August, 
2896.. He did not sea why the matter 
should be dealt witht camera, as suggested 
by the President, as the orlginal- bylaw had 
alreadly been tabled in‘the Coanrcll and pab- 
Hsbed inthe local presa and the suggested amend- 
ment wastho outcome of a letter pablished In 
tha press by Ms Ligh, oe 

Dr, Clark, after speaking at great length, pro- 
posed that the Colonial Secretary be Informed 
that the Hoard could not adopt the suggestion of 
the Insanitasry Commtaston and that the minutes 


atthe members of the board be forwarded to the | 


Colontal Secretary to be shown to his Excellency 
the Governor, ‘ Sy 
The Hon, Dir: ctor of Pablic Works seconded 


"and {t was carrigd unaotmously, 


: | ADJOURNMENT. ; 
The Board adjeorned for « fortnight, 
- THE FALL IN SILVER, 
4 —— 
Faom tie “ Econommsr,” 

After the disorganisation which followed the 
repeal of the Sherman Act in the Untied States 
and the closing of the Indian, mints, gilver 
attained s fatr degree of steadiness, and there 
acemed to be « prospect that tho market might 
settle down to « condition fo which bell-a-crown 
an cance would be about the normal price of the 
white motel, During the whole of last year the 
fluctuations ranged only between ata and 

fe ounce, almost the only distarbing 


1 9/164 
: Bakence eing the speculation that took place 


while the result of tha Presidential election In 
the United States was @ matter of ancestalnty 
The price fell to mbout the lowest polnt of the 
year when tha cendidate favourable: to the free 
coinage of silver was defeated by « Jasge ma- 
jority, and oliver remafned.at about 2924 per 
ounce cntll the close of the year,;and for the 
first two months of 1897 Since the beginning 
of Match a gradual fall has taken piace, the 
quotation golng to 28. 5/16d on March 32st, and 


+ after a petiod'of comparative steadiness to 2793. 


on June.rst, from which not much change occar- 


* ved tntll the last week {n Jely, During the 


present month, however, the decitne has been 
continuous and severe, culmloating this week In 


| ———wsfiratbreak, which leaves the quotation at Htle 


- penta of about the same value, 


‘there was a falllng off of about 4 


fesing the period ‘of famine 


atnities hava been felt, soda 
“The Chinese market has been 


" yens.now clreciating oa of het bord 


better than, two, shillings per ounce, While 
therefore the movement bas become accentuated 


- recently, it has really been fn progress for up- 


wards of six months, and in view of that clream- 
stance the theorles put forward to explain the 
fall seem to bq ecarcely borne out by the avall- 


' able facts, Tho matn reason given ts a pressure 


of suppiles from the Ualted States, accompanted 


by a falling off in.the demand. A reterance, 


however, 10 our Board of Trade Returns shows 
that up tothe end of Joly the supplies from 


a4 America were lesz in value than for the corre- 


sponding period In 1896, the figares belnog 
45,677,293 and £5,779,285 respectively. Alic- 
gether our imports of silver this year were valued 
at £9.950.4645 as compared with £8,163,993 In 
the first seven months of 2896; bat of the tn- 
crease of £1,800,000, £1,000,c00 was accounted 
for by larger shipments f:om Belglam, and these 
in thelr turn were nestralised by retaro ship. 
Tocluding this 
{tem ithe value of silver exports fom the United 
Kingdom In the seven months bas exceeded the 
total for the same period last year by about 


' £2,200,000 andas regards the Hast our ship- 


mentsto India ware. valued at -£3,37$,320 as 
compared with £2033,210 last year, though 
00 coo fn the 
ae toChina, and ‘ef nearly /800,000 to 
japan, ee 

It certaloly cannot be sald that these figures 
support the theory that tho fall {n silver 1a due 
toa glotinthe market. Bat there is talk of 
recent heavy. sales of the metal by holders in 
the United States, who for one reason of an- 
Other arc anxious to’ get rid of accumulated 
stocks; and, of course, If such. safes have been 
made, the abipments consequent spon ‘them 


~ would -not show Jn-4be ‘returns until- a- later 


dato, Obviously, however, If it is to: Tonal 
transactions of that kind that the present decline 
{s due, then there fs a reason for gpa a 
recovery after they are completed. And as to 
the iz of in the demand forthe East, of. 
if thete seems to be 
eration, . India, as we bavo 

taking .constderably larger 

wer. this year than she did last, 

@ extent to which she bas absorbed the metal 
fague hay 


and 
been astonishing, and why t should be. 


_ expected thaf her power of absorption shonld 


diralnish when tho worst éffects of thoso cal- 
fod of recupera- 
luorgusised, be 
, but 

there Is notbtag to show that the outlet thers 
for sliver Is Ikely to. become any mors restricted 
than it hae been. Ther as to Japan, it is trae 
that the adoption of. the gold standard has led:| 
to a diminution in bes-imports of allver and will 
continue to have that effect. For some years 
: : has been exporting about 

he, imported, and the cessa- 

tlon of her purchazes will not greatly affect the 
relation between, the world's supply asd de. 
mand, whilo there 1s tho: possibility of the pd 
ers bee 


tlon may be expected to set’ i] 


_ ratarned ‘to her, thus causing « vold which 
wil oth “fille , 


LJ 
“however, the fall may ha 
, | botther- than. exteting condidions ‘warrant, there 
'. fa no‘ bilnkiag ‘the’ fact. that’ colors thers ‘fs a 


shave to be otherwise filled-ap, On: the 
hinkls 


lerablacurtallmextol the annual production 
t-tendency must. be for the price 
ver to' droop Jower'level. The q 


, the secret of thelr sea-power, 


‘‘—PHE HONGKONG TELEGRAPH, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 39, 1807." 


T 
below the cost of production, 
pro bility they will be compelled to 
shat down, Some Large prodocers, onjihe other 
hand, obtvlo ,eltver in conjanction with other 
matals, and these rould, of course, go on taking 
it'out, po matter 
There are no means of ascertaining what pro- 
portion of tha tj production {s supplied by 
these mines, Ig any case It seems pretty 
obvious that in the restriction of production, In 
some form cr othey, lies {he only hope elther of 
@ recovery in the market valoc of the metal, or 
a restoration of atdadiness to the market, 


» THE 'PURON GOLDFIELDS, 


ne tea gee ere 

Tho Ottawa correspondent of tha Times, 
wriling.on 23rd August, ‘s —A party of 
miners who left Dawson Clty on July 3 reached 
Victoria to-day. They ssy that provisions are 
very scarce at Dawson City and that there Is 
not enoagh water In the gniches to do much 
mining. About goo man wero in camp at 
Dyca and Shagway, ooable to proceed owing to 
the bad condition of the iralls, Many of them 
were endeavouring to sell thelr oatfils and retorn. 


Very ‘few miners would succeed In gettlog. 


Uhrough the Klondike before the spring. 

"The Canadian Castoms offictals arevexperlenc- 
ing no difficulty {0 collecting the datics gn onte 
(fits bought in the United States. tn 

The Government Bave completed all ‘arrange- 
ments for properly xdministerlog the Yakon 
jadicial district, In which the Klondike g Idficlds 
are situated, Major Walsh, the Admlolsirator, 
leaves shortly for Dawson City to assume bis 
charge. 

Joneph Ladne,the owner of the site of Dawson 
City, fs here'secering patents for his lands from 
the Department of the Interlor. He strongly 
warps prospectors against altemptiog to. enter 
the country this year, Hots afrafd that. owing 
to the lack of provisions Ia the country, many of 
these who bavo already started will die of starva- 
tlov, : f 
A small detachment of mounted palice will 
leave in 9 few days for Yokon, taking a different 
route from those generally followed. They start 
from Edmonton, Alberta, and proceed by way of 
the Peace, Nelsop, Liard, and Pelly rivers, This 
is an experimental trip and has been‘adopted as 
a teat route, 


AN ASIATIC BISMARCK, 

Only a few years ago the Japanese legislature 
was extremely woruly, and the Mikado was 
forced to dissolve the Parliament 2s recently av 
the Spring of last ycar,’ To-day the people giva 
consent to every measure of the Government, 
and everyone acknowledges that this is In a 
large degree dus to the recent successes in the 
war.with China, This war would, per’ baye. 
turned out fess advantageous had not Ja 
Pponssted a man who, like Bismarck, reorgan!z4 
the defenses of the ‘country. tn spite of Parll:- 
meatary opposition, That man Is Count: Ito, 


the Japanese Premier. The Tagéd/ati, Berltn,. 


contains an (ntereaticg sketch. of his Hfe, from 
which wo take the following : , 

. “Count Ito fsa scion of an old aristocratic 
Japanese family, and entered at an early age 
the army of the Shlogan, who then ruled 
supreme in Japan.* Io and bls frteod Inouye, 
who lately sent to reform~ the—wdmints. 
tration of Kores, belonged to tha .antl-forelgn 
party, for they bad been told since their Infancy 
that tho pale-faced barbarfaos would ruin. the 
country, The foreigners then llved nearly all 
in Yokohama, and the two young fi'e-eaters, 
burning with patriotism, ‘conceived the 
plan to kill dha barbarlans, They left Tokyo 
with a hundred men to carry out this wild idea, 
‘byt were discovered, and barely escaped 
detection, when, durlog the night, they 
fonght thelr way through the soldiers 
that bad surrowided them. They soon learned 
that the execution of thelr plans would 
havo ‘Involved the country In a war with 
Englan4,,, and that: victory ia ‘buch 
a struggic war only possible If Japan pos- 
‘sessed big ships and gaos, Ito and Joouye then 


asked the Prince of Chosho, thelr Chle!, per- | 


mission to go to Engtand, to study the manners 
of the enemy, inspect thelr arsenals, and obtain 
Thelr ey was 
sent to Shanghal,with orders to transmit it to 
‘London, but the {ostrociions to the Shanghai 
agent were not very clear, and he shipped them 
a8 common sallersto- England, tnatead of obtain. 
log berths for (hem as passengers, Ariived at 
London, the crew loft the ship, with the exception 
ofthetwo young Japanese, whose agent had 
not yet come to recelye them. That day 
‘was the darkest in their life. They had « dollar 
left, and wet to bay some bread, and the baker, 
seeing that the strangers did not know the valag 
ofthe colo, did not give them change, Luckily 
thesgentcamo the next day, ‘and they com 
sienced thelr-studies‘of European lostitutlons, 
‘After many strange. adventares they returned 
to Japan, where, in the mean time, the enmity 
agalost the forelgners bad increased. When 


the two fraveless related that the forelgoers were |" 


jast as brave as the Japanese, and much more 
powerial, the Shiogun’s men treated Ito and 
Toouye as traitors, and the latter was attacked 
one evening by 'a mob and left for dead upon 


the grotnd. His mother’s nursing brought him 


round, but bisfece shows to this day the s 
ofthe wounda received curing that night. 
. “A revolution soon after removed the Shfogan, 


‘from power, the Mikado became rulet in deed 


as well a8 in name, and the two travelers, espe- 
elally Coont Ito, rose rapidly to Influence and 
fame, He hag now directed the affatrs of his 
country (or many yes His first thought after 
the occupation of Korea was to open that country 
to Western clvilizition, and it 1s quite posible 
that his far-seeing spirit already Intends similar 
seforros for Ching, That Japan had intended to 
go to war ls amply proved by the manner in 
which the military duh srities executed their 
task. Evesything worked so admirably that 
100,000 mea con!d be shipped from Japan with: 
oot disturbing the social or commerclel life of 
the country, -It {a also very characteristic that 
the troops not only went abroad well. provided 
with arms and ammunition, but bad all such 
modern appliances as telephonic and telegrophic 
fustroments. Moreover, while the Colnese army 


of occupation fo Korea reduced the people to.| 


“beggery, the Ja 
them wei ted 
thelr luggage, 7 . . 

“What a lively political spirlt there Is in theso 
peeple! . Not only tha Government, but the 
opposition parties also sent their reporters, in 

let to obtain political advantages through the 
‘Hews from the seat of war, Nearly all news- 
Papers, too, have their special correspondents, 
But Count ‘Ito Lacreased the censorship, and 
the Sewopapers have beea warned that they will 
ba vonfisCated If caught publishing news without 
the consent of the censors, : 


ese took thalr provisions with 


? 


of. :-"Count Ito shows much {nterest Inthe Indus- 


telat development of hisfatherlacd, Ho believes 
that most foreigners: underrata the chances of 
Japin'id the Internatfonal straggle for Industrial 

cy. ‘The Japanese women, he thinks, 


[are equal'to this mon In every fleld of labor, and 


fon: 


te 


-Goble-the capacity for work of the nation. It 
is net too muck fo say that the ‘time fs near 


when: the last vestige of barbisiem will have | 
from Japan. 15 no little measure this |: 


7 
 changa:(s due tothe exertions of her groat 
statesman Iso, the Bismarck of Japan," - 


igbpeteae Meereercinsiaa | 


w tow the price might fall, |’ 


ousands-of coolies to transport: 


LEGAL INTELLIGENC 


>, SUPREME COURT. 


In OnigiwaL JURISDICTION, 


(Before His Lordship Str F. W. Carring- 
ton, Kb CAG. CAlef Frusttea) 


September joth, 


IP PING KWAN vy. CHOY TAL SHI, 


The plalntiff sued for the recovery of $2,000 
with Interest of 12 per cent on It, on a promis 
sory mote algned by the husband of defendant, 
deceased. Pad 

Mr. J. J, Francis, OC., (inetraocted by Mr. V. 
H. Deacon), ap.eared for the plaintiff and Mr. 
E. Robloson (:nstracited by Mr. Wel On) for, the 
defendant, ‘ 


His Lordabip lo-day ‘gave bls decision on a |- 


paint ralied yesterday by Mr. Robinson, that the 
promissory note sued on waa not determined to 
de payable at a certain time! and that therefore 
the case should be dismissed. His Lordship 
sald the. question ralsed wis whether the 
P. N svoed on came within the meaniog 
ofthe Act, and he then read the Interpretation 
of the term "' orémissory note as Iald down In’ 
Chalmers’s Digest: The learned Jadge went 
{nto the matter most exhaustively, and made 
paricalar reference to the wipalatton as‘ to the 
time in which the dmeouont clulmed shoold be 
patd. It was not necessary for him, he sald, to say 


whether he belleved the s'pulation was made or | 


not, but it was certainly consistent with the form 
of the note, which was teally (n two parts," The 
words.used were thove generally used by Chinese 
fn auch documents? and the second part con- 
talned asifpaiation that pryment was to be 
fasde within ov by the explration of the 13th 
moon, 1896 Ifnot the many was to be paid 
in ra months, The deceased maker of the pote 
was entiled to .pay the money at any tine 
during the 12th moon and the payment could. 
not be enforced until the last day of that mosth. 
His Lordship quoted a cise. where payment was 
to be made within. (wo months and another caso 
whére a sum was to be paldon a PN, In two 
years, He thought the first:part of the note con- 
athtoted a good and valid P.N. In the latter 
stpulation lt was exozessly lald down that df the’ 
money could not be pald at due date h: 

be tapald and the remaining ball be 

year without fall, . There was the contingency as 
tothe ability to pay aod do’codant was refleved 
from makiog the payment {f ho had not the 
money. f : bass 

His Lordship made relerence to similaxy cases 
ho had quoted, fa which the instruments were 
not hald to be prom{ssory notes, The facts’ of 
the transaction:‘were reviewed at length and 
his Lordthtp sald he considered that the second 
part Introduced the clement of aacertalnty, 
by leaving ft, unknown whether the whole 
or part was (ob; met and that was a contin- 
gency of which bo one could be certa’n, He 
thought, therefore, that stipulation rendered 
the'time of payment uncertain and prevented the 
documest complylng with the provistons af the 
Ordinance as to time of payment and he did not 
think that the Instroment could be supported as 
a P.N, Reference was made toa plea by Mr: 
Francis that at the time the money was payable 
defendant had such a sum but, his Lordship. 
eild, that could. not be taken as meaning 
that he bed so much m:ney for a give 
purpose. He thonght the Instrument was nota 
Preeaieiery note in thie care and the.pult must 
fall, ee . 
Mr, Francis ssked for leave ta amend bls 
petition under the provisions of ‘section 62, 
subsection 18-19, The real question In con- 
troversy was whether the money was dua and 
owlnog to the plalotif’ and ho submitted” that 
the court bad not power to Impcse conditions 
ar to ‘ime and expenses. In Jastice to the 
partles his Ler Sihip was boand to allow amend: 
ments to be made tn the petiilon, 

His Lordship sald that the petition should be 
remodelled and bronght belors him in Chambers, 
1s was an important point and the real questlon, 
as Mr, Francly had stated, was whether the 
money war owing : . : 

Mr.'Francls ‘said the effsct of the sectlon was 
to get rid of non-eults-no that the teal question 
in dispute could be decided, i 

Hills Lordship sald he'would reserve the point 
asto what jadgment should be made after the 
amanded pevitlon had‘ been dealt with, i ag 

Mr. Robinson sald he thought ‘the course 
proposed an unusual and fnconvenfent one, « 

Alter farther dircusston bis Lordship decided 
to fake the amended pelltion in - Chambers, 
Counsel being allowed. 14 days in which to 
prepare It, : a 


VRE MOTHER LODGE. 


——$- 
. Ove of Rudyard Kipling's Intest deals with 
Freemasonsy fo India, as follows :— 


There was Rundle, station-master, 
. An! Beaz'y of the rail, 
An’ Achman, commismariat, 
‘ An! Donkin othe fa'l s 
An! Blake, conductor sergeant, 
* Our Master twice was ‘s, | 
. With Ion that kept the Zarope shop, 
Old Framjce Eduljfes,. 15 > 


Outside, “Sergeant | Sir! Salute | Salaam." . 
Inside, “ Brother,” an’ tt doesn’t do no ‘arm, 
We met apon the Level a’ we parted on the 
Square, , 
And 1 was Janfor Deacon In my Mother Lodga 
out there, , v? f 


_ There was Bola Nath, gccountant, 
. And Saal, the Adee Jews 7 
Ao! Din Mohammed, draughtsman 

Of the Survey Office, too, 
There was Babu Cheekerhiity, 

Aa! Amie Stogh, the Sikh, | 
, An’ Castro,of the fittin' sheds, 

A Roman Catholic. 


, We'adn't gocd regalls,. ~ 

rf An’ our Lodge wag old an’ bare, 

Bat we knew the Accfool Landmarks, . 
Ao! we kept 'em to a hair; 

As’ looktn’ on {t backwards 
Tt often strikes me thas 

There alot such things as ‘cathen now —- 
Except per'aps {t's ug, -- 2 


For monthly after Labour 
- Weld all alt down and smoke, - 
(We darsn't give no banquets oe 
Lest = Brother'd caso wore broke), . 
‘Au! man on man got bu dAfa' . 
Religion and the rest, |. ‘ 
An! every man comparia! 
Of the God 'e knowed the bost, 


Soman on man gol started 
An’ not a beggar stirred, 
Till mornin' waked the parrots 
An!.that dem bralo-fever bird, 
‘We'd say ‘:was very corlous F 
An we'd all go home lo bed 
‘With Mohammed, God, and Sbiras - 
*. Changlo® gickets fa our ’ead, 


Full-oft In Gov'ment service» 
This wanderin’ foot ss pressed, . 
And bore frateroal'greatin’s =. 
To the Lodges, East and West, 
Accordia! as commanded; 
‘ From Kolat to Singapores ~ : 
But I wish thal J might see then, | 


In my Mother Lodge once mors, 


| farthér on in the same direction, 


Twlsh shat [ might see them. 

. My Boethron, white an’ brown, 

With the buriles smelilng pleasant, 

+, A’ the ag-dan passin’ down; 

An' the old Kasnsamah snoein’ 
‘Oa the botile-khapa floor, 

Like a Brother ta good siand{n! 

With my Mother Lodge once more. 


Oatslde, “ Sergeant ! Slr! Salute! Salaam!” 

Yualde, ' Brother,” an! It doesn’t do no ‘arm. 

We met upon the Level, an’ we parted on the 
- Square. od 


An! Lwas Jonfor Deacon In my Mother Ledge. 


ont there, 


THIRTY DAPS IN AN OPEN BOAT. 
re a 
STORY C¥ A SOUTH SEA SHIPWRECK, 


Thitteen loorely-knit, huge-Ymbed, flaxen- 
hatred Nevweglans steoped ashore in Sydney an 
Satarday afternoon (28th ult.) from the barque 
Ellen, and told a story of shipwreck and long- 
drawn-out soffering In the Sowh Seas, the full 
measure cf the horrer of which cou'd not be 
recited {n public, ard which illus d to vivid 
colors the tragedy and terror of the sea, They 
were the Ivars af the ‘birque Seladon, # 
Norweglan ‘vessel, which was wrecked in the 
mid-Paclfic on Augast 7, 1896, 

Tte Seladon was a. Norwegian vesael, and 
left Newcastle tn July of last year with a cargo 
of coal for Honoluly, One dirty night, about 
three weeks alter they bad left port, the crew of 
the vessel were startied Ly a wild yell from s 
searran for'ard, and almost immediately, with a 
shock which sbeok the barque from end to end, 
she settled hard and fast on reef, and the long 
Pacific rollers commenced to sweep over her. 
Harrledly two of the ship's gigs were dropped 
{nto the ses, and elght mes, the fall complement 
of the crew, tumbled Into exch. So black was 
the weather and so fmmitoont appeared the 
danger, that the preparatfoos to leava the 
doomed vessel were Lu! scant, and only a very 
mall quantity of provisto ° 
{ncach boat, The Captain, Actoll Jaeger, took 
command of the larger boat, aud the first mate, 
K, Nellsen, bad charge of the other, The pro. 
yislone consisted: of ‘two small bags of blscait, 
two kegs of water, each holding a couple 
of huckelsfal, two tins of beel, acd a few 
tmallling of fith, Themen thaoght thattwo or 
three ‘days st the,outside ‘would fiod them 
safe and sound on shore, but they would 
have walted for daylight on that fateful nlght 
with moch heavier hearts had they known that 
they hid ataried = dreary voyage which would 
extend over jo thirst-cursed, hunjer-atrickeh 
days,. The captaln,to fear that the ship on the 
reefiwould break ap instantly, foond bimsell In 
the beat with no better navigating sinatruaments 
thana chart and a compa nd thcugh they 
expectel io reach Malden Island, which was 
dlatact’ from ‘Starbruck, th: reefion which the 
Seladen bed sirecks aboot 120 ml'es, fo a couple 
of days, he determined to walt for daylight, to 


-ondesvour to peta sextant [rom the birque, and 


a‘forker supply of provisions, A very heavy 
fea-yan all right, and with djfiicalty the crews 
prevented the hoate, which were connecied by a 
line, rom. swamring When daylight came at 
last, alitr the long night of waitlag, the sea herd 
increased in violence, and the wreck of the 
barque, constantly swept from end_to énd by 
tower'ng, white-cresicd ‘seas, was absolutely 
unapproschable, With regret, therefore, and 
considerable doubt at hezrt, the captain gave 
orders toumzke -sall and s course was shaped 
for Melden’ without the sextant, 

’ Even fcr = two.or three days’ journey, the 
supply of provisions abozrd the amall boats was 


none too libetal among .r§ or 16 hearty sallors, | 


and from tho start tke mate and captaln put 
theft crews on short rations’ On the first day, 


atin of salmon and small quantity of blsculty,. 


with a couple of tableipoontals of water, was 
the meat and drink each man bad to tubsist ob. 
The ciptain’a boat stifled first with thea mate's 
pig attached astern by means ofa long ifne. 
The sea'was running bigh, but golog wih the 
wind the boats bsd an easicr time. . Seas, how- 
ever, freqaently broke abosrd, and-tidé men 
eagerly scanned the horfzon, in the hope of see> 
Ing a vessel of some kind to rercue them from 
theirdangerous positian, .Though they were 
huddled in small boats, wet and cold at night, 
and oprotected from a,blsx'ng sun in the day, 
exlsiing on the shortest of rations, with a thirst 
already beginolng to prick them, ‘tossed: hither 
aodihtther oo the immensity of the rolling 
Pacific, hope buoyed them for the first"few 
days, The captain bad seid Malden Is'and 
would be seached In a couple of days, and, 
simple, hardy Norwegisns'that they were, they 


then took thilr scanty food withaut murmuring, | 


and taking thelr share of steering, aaflirg, or 
watching, walted till the {sland sbould show up 
ahesd. With the Ineffective iosiroments at bls 
command, the captain could not make the island, 
where they expected ta see the lend and trees; 
on the evening -of the second day, nothing bat 
the cold grey of the sea rolled oat to the skyline 
in the gatherlog dusk, The night, was waited 
through with feverish anxiety, but when the 
morning's sun sent bis golden blare across the 
w-testhe same unbounded expanse of water 
unfolded itgell to the weary gaze.of the ship. 
wrecked sailors, \ 


‘Whi the game scanty fare, and # couple ol. 


spoonfuls of water, that day passed. on leaden 
wings, No (sland had appeared fo sight when 
night again closed down, and then the men 
kenew that by a mistake io navigation they had 
missed Malden's friendly shelter, Whether to 
cast or west, north or south ofthem lay Ma'den; 


‘they knew not, bot, alter a calcalatlon, the 


captain determ{acd ‘to.ran on his judgment 
for Christmas Island, several hundred miles 
Then followed 
a weary succession of days,.when the 16 men, 
now getting gaunt and haggard, lay at the 
bottom of the boats wearled ballto death with 


il which should rescue them, 

pe bad not yet deserted the_crews, for 
Christmas Islands were yet ahead, The tion of 
heef were now befog consumed, One tin would 
provide one meat for 10 men ordinal 
tlon, Bat things are not ordloary ia an open 
boat ¢ 9 lost tis bearings in‘ mld-Pacific, 
Four days each one ol those tos lasted 16 ment 
The woe served out at the sate of two 
spoonials a day at first, but afierwards 


= provislons got scarcer, one spoon only about 


three-qaarters fall, was each: man's ponton for 
the day's sustenance. By and bye, asthe days 
crept away, hope of landlog at Curlstras Island 
stole from the hearts of the unfortunate men, 
With. what aoxlous longing bad they searched 
the plains ofthe sea exch morning, and exch 
hour, In the hope of soeing that dark solld cloud 
on the borfzon that means land, and with what 
bitler, heart-giipping disappointm&nt they had 
seen datkocss close down on the face of the 
waters cach night without having alighted an 
Island, who could wilte? ‘Words .cannot. palat 
the lite of men In an open boat. Those who 
have ‘read Stephen Crane's description of his 
coup’e of days in the commodore's boat off the 
coast of Florida will have some idea of the vivid 
realisiic horror of tho experience... But Cranc’s 
adventure, unattended thst and hunger, 
wasa hollday jaunt compared with. the terrors 
@bich were yel'in store for the Seladon's crew, 
As the. hope of landing at Malden bad 4 
the weatled sillors, 6 wilmstely all iden of 


J 


and water were pat. 


consum >, 


befog able to make Christmas Istand was given 
bp, and the two small boats’ crews now lent 
themselves to the sport of the wind aod waves, 
wandsrers cp an ocean, with,na destination, 
Thess had no terror for the captaln, He 
was dying of consumption, and knew he hed 
colv afew days te' lve. A Newcattle doctor 
vid him he had alx weeks to Ilve before he left 
the port, and he fulfilled the doctor's prophecy 
almost to a clay, When ‘ail bands become 
sciztd of the fact that they bed atissed Christ 
mas Island they urged the capteln to navigate 
them to tore other land = But the master of 
the wiecked barqus teplled that ‘he was wary 
and weuld dle He urged gpon/the men to give 
up hope of belng saved, und to teke down the 
sails and dic qaletly, ' Jast drop me over the 
side when Idle," he sald, ardithen reclined in’ 
Ube sternsh-ets af the boat complelely resigned 
to bls fale, and taking no interest In the boat 
andthe men, 4 
The mate's boat allthis tlme was towlng be- 
bind the captain's craft. Ssll was made on both 
doa s,.and whhoall hands aliernately working 
acd: reatlog, the greatest diffizully was experi. 
taced {n keeplng them afloat through the heavy 
acaswhich sometimes bitteted them, The men 
were getting weiker and weaker ‘and one after. 
noon, when they had been ri days tossing about 
In the vast of the ocean, the divaster:which all 
had dreaded occorred. The mate’s boat was 


capsiatd by an coormgus sea, and the elgbt | - 


men were straggling for Ilfe among the roun- 
turous teas, The mate was never seen «palo, 
He may have becn caught under the boat, or 2e 
may have been t6d wesk to atten pt ta save 
himuclt, He.did not not come to the ‘sacface, 
Six of the men, with great diffically, climbed an 
to the heel of the overturned boat. The cap~ 


-taln's bot put round, and picked up all the men 


wiih the excoptlon of the.lost mate, The sole 
remaloiog boat was now crowded to overfl wing, 
und, what was worss, ball the water and provi-' 


slons of the disaster-pursaed party had bean 


toat. ee 

Elevendays had gone, when darkness blotted 
out the grey monotony that night, No headway 
was made during the darkness, the men deciding 
to stand by in order to, (f possible, right the 
swamoed boat. Ao attempt at thls. task was 
made with the daylight, but the crew in thelr 
weakened conditlon were not equal ta it. Sa 
the lloc was severed, and the journey with the 
wind was resumed, . 

Two spoonfals of meat were still the dally par- 
tion of the men, and the same. quantity of water 
was served to cach of the crew.. The meat went 
bad before the bottom ofthe tin wasrenched. The 
biscults were long since finished, and the Iitile 
tlns of fish had gone, Thirst and honger were 
commenclog to madden the men, andthey glared 
round the borlzon on thels ceasaless bat ever valn 
search for a sail with gavage cyes. The cap. 
tan got still weaker, and on Augus! 24,17 days 
afier the journey from the wreck commenced, he 
died, His body was consigned tothe deep to 
accompaniment of song, as [s the custom at 
burials In Norway, Hoth’ the supesl s officers 
were now gone, and the second mate took 
command, . ‘ 

He put iscre sail on the bost, The captain 
had previqualy refaaed to allow the second mast 
to be stepped. The boat slipped through the 
water slightly faster uoder the altered conditions, 
tut no other change took place.. The men ‘saw 
sharks following the boat, and now and agale 
flashing up close to the side, Once or twice an 
angry sailor sirock attho hungry ses monsters 
over the side of (be boat with a knife. So keen 
was the nervous tension, and sopowerlal the pangs 
of hunger and thirst that the men scarcely ever 
sept, There was: not room for them fo Ile 
down, and sometimes they dozed-as they sat 
In the seats, ‘The nights were bitterly cold, and 
those who, unable to sit up any longer, attemp. 
fed to Ile In, the bottom of the boat Isy in water, 
and shivered, for che planks were leaky, ao 
desplie the utmost care, on rough nights water 
would sweep aboard, Halfihe survivors always 
remtintd at work, Those not engaged fo 
steerlng or aalllog were eltaer -watching or 
balling the water out. The days, on the cone 
(rary, were hottom paln(ql degree, The open 
boat lef: the weakened sallora {a the fall fury 
of the sun's rays, and to cool thembelves, the 
men took off thelr shirts, dipped. them in tbe 
water over the side, and then put them on 
again wet. 5 ; ‘ 

The days rote and fell without sight of « sail 
or the shadow of Innd.'*And tha bongry mad. 
dened crew felt despair taking possession of 
them. Now the provisions hed got solow that 
the mate decided to reduce the rations by one- 
balf, This wasa spoonfal cach of water and 
meat, Some of the men wanted to eat. and 
drink what was leit right off, and then jamp 
overboard anddrown, And-then the hardier: 
members of the party feared for thelr reason. 
There was, however, apreponderance of hardy 
adven'urera—the kind of men who never 
lose hope - in the party, and the ratfons were 
regularly served oat to the regulation Ilmit, No 
man gat more nor Iesy than bis share. For 
three days, the foad lasted at one spoonful of 
water and one of meat each day, and on (he 
morning of the fourth blank dismay spread 
throughout the boat, for the last morsel of provi- 
slons had ‘gone, and desperate starvation was 
each man's portion. There seemed nothing 
ahead now bal a harrlble maddaning death, one 
leusrellel spoedilycame. Eagerly was the bo:lzon 
scanned shat day by the 24 men that were left, 
bat ever the same tale was answered back. No- 
thiog but a grey, unbroken line, The men now 
discovered that on the long Journey through tho 
water, some seashells bad collected on the sides 
of the boat, and when It heeled over to the wind 
they gathered them off and eagerly devoured 
them, The sides of the boat were soon clean, 

{n the shipwrecked sallors wore without 
a ge of food, That day darkness 
set fn, without any means of rescue 
been sighted, and {it was a despairing 
men that settled down to walt that night through, 
Ol what followed in the next few days the men 
wil not speak. If reminded of the time, they 
shadder, and turn from the subject. The water 
held ont at on0 spoontal m days butthe next five 
days were pasted by the 1§ men entirely with- 
ont food. The horrors of the last six ddys can 
only be imagined, 
of September the s' 
land, and the exhaust 
from tha botiom of the boat, and saw an island, 
with trees growlog, loomlog up Io front of them. 
‘Then they all wept from weakness and over- 
powering Joy, Aw hour later they were nearing 
the outelda reef, over which the water was breake 
fog lote » roarlog worl, A couple of natives, on 
seeing that they were white’ men, endeavored to 
direct them through the passage; but the meno 
wero too wosk to take the boat through, and thoy 
Jost took thelr chance at the sarf, A big wava 
threw the boat right over the reéf Into the 


sin 


smoother water beyond, and the wholo party were, 
asalsted to land by the two natlves. The {sland |- 


proved to be Sophie Jelaud, which is owned by 
Mr, Moore, a Samoan trader, Its position is 


To 46 south, 139 30 cast. The two natives, with. 


two or three women, were the only Inbabitants 
of the island, and they treated the shipwrecked 
crew with every kindcets, They kad some pigs 
acd poultry and plenty of water, and the 
famished men soon had new Ilfe put into them, 
The carpenter, however, never recowered. the 
tivatlon and shocks, and he died, and was 
ialed on the island, They were falrly comfort- 
able on the island, and thelr anxlety now was 
to get back'to‘clvilisation. They walted many 
hip, but were never again, 


To the afternoon of the 6th, 


NOTANDA.. 
CALENDAR, 


ae SEPTIMBER.. 
Meteorological means basta om ten years’ 
observations ts 1898, 
Bavometer oc. 
Thermometer ssc: 
Hamldity ..,.). 
Ralafall .., 


WEATHER REPORT. 
" On data at! On 


Barometer ... 
Thermometer 


van senna eneene 


TODAY. : 
Tharsdey, ro'h Seprember, 1897. 
(3. Jerom~,) : i 
Chinete— irk of 91k moon of 88rd year of 
Kwowo: sii, , ; 
Jowlsh—Jsh TYsf, S683, ° me 
Mohammedan—Srd Fomada J, 1915, 
San—Fs108 seen ava SAy, BS ete, 
. SALE canenerenss 
High water—Aforning 
y Ajternoon 
- Low water—Moralag ., 
: ASIYNOON vise SAY, 40S 
ANNIVERSARIES, : 
ea Bogue Forts destroyed by'the British. - 
_. fleet. 
1866—Ship Westmiuster lout oo Pralas shoal, 
1875—Fijl coted to Great Britaln, : i 
1893-—-Barqaa Alexandra lost near Capone, 
Palilppines, : 
1896 -Commerctal Treaty betweon France aud 
, Taly algned at Paris. - 
- TOMORROW, 
Filday, rst Octaber, 2897. 
‘ (St. Remigius,) . 
Chincse—6/A of Oth moon of S3ed year af. 
' Kwong-si. * 
Jewlsh—5th Tisri, 5653. 
Mohammedan—jih Fomada 7. 1315, 
Sun—Rfses’. oo Chr, 58 acta, 
+ Sats sersesnsneen vrasecorsee CBMs S7m6Me | 
High water-—-A/lerwoon sure Lhe. 17 00h. 
and I1hy, E8mta. 
Low waler—Aforning verse Obr. Sf mths 
Ay vo Shere Lethe 


in 


AMNIVERSARIES, 
1841—Tingbal captured by the British, 
'1848—Colonlat Hoapltal organised In Hongkong, 
1867-—-Hongkong Dafly Press started, 
1869—Earthquake at Mantla, 
1880—Ses ar C, A. de Espana, Spanish Minfe- 
» ter, dled at Pekin. 
1884 - French landed.at Keelang. 
1887—Icaugcratton of. Hongkong College of 
Medicine, ' : 


ws 


1892—Hiogo declared an open port, -' |. 
1894 -The German 2.9.. Bs//ona lost on the, 
Paracela, + : 


_ MEMORANDA. 


_  To-Monnow,—ret October, 

Indian. mail doe. 

Dividend warrants of the China Mutual Steame 
ship Co, ready. : ner 

West River stesmers must surrender thelr passes 
at the Wongmoon Castomé Station, 


SHARE MARRET. 


* LATEST QUOTATIONS, « 

Ching Fires, $107; Douglares, $61; Chinn 
Sugars, $1473 Pian B5tr Tnrhdasigen 
$873; Olivers, $785 Dock Co., os per cent, | 
orem,s Land Investment, $763, Humphreys 
Eatate, $9.60,3 Dalry Farm, $4t. . : 


SHIPPING AND MAIL NEWS,. 
md es ‘ 
- Maits Dur: 

Indian (Lightning) to-morrow. 
Australian (Australian) 3¢d prox. 

, Engltsh (Stunde) 4'b prox, ‘ 
Canadian (Ampréss of Chtaa) 6th prox.. 
German (Sachsen) 21% prox. eae 


Pd 


‘ : fw , 
Tar D.D.R. steamer Oceana from Hamburg, . 
left Singapore for this port yesterday, aod may 
be expected here’on or about the 4th prox, 
Ce me 
anh 
SHIPPING RETURMS, _— 
From 8 pm. yesterday to 6 pms todayy 
’ ARRIVAL 
Fratlan wuss steamer, from Foochow — 
Loonemoon 
Kibntuchaes 
Tancridus. 


Manelaus 

Parnas 

Cosmopoltt 

Hand vrs 

German$s av ’ 

a Aggrogating 9 777 tons registez, 


Howaxona amp Waamroa DOCK RETURI. 
Kowloon Dock, 


Fathoo 
Formosa 


Mog 
Phra C. C, Kilao, 
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